Politics Philosophy History

Dear Fellow Australians,

The time has arrived when you must make up your minds
to demand back those freedoms which you placed in pawn
for the period of the war. The pawnbrokers must be asked
to redeem their pledges. But it is all too clear that the

seconn eviTioN.

Sack the
BUREAUCRATS

and
Win the Peace!

»
ERIC D. BUTLER

pawnbrokers are showing a marked disinclination to give
over the vast powers they have exercised over the past

five years. They are even suggesting that some of the things you pawned are now “old

fashioned,” and not worth having. Unless you challenge the pawnbroker NOW,

soon lose the feeling of what real freedom means, and be content to be pushed around and

regimented for the rest of your lives.

Power, particularly irresponsible power, not only degrades those who use it, it also degrades
those who are subject to it. Time and time again you have been assured that the powers you

you will

were giving over to bureaucratic officials would be in safe custody, and would be given

back to you as soon as possible. You are indeed very trusting if you think that this is likely

to happen unless you take correct action.

The lust for power feeds on power. Look back over five years of Government at the hands
of well-paid bureaucrats and recall the tactics they have adopted to mould this country on

the very lines of the Germany we went to war to destroy. These bureaucrats are

not going

to give over their great powers; in fact, they have indicated very clearly that they intend
to carry on with their efforts to fit the Australian people into some mould which they have

decided upon. - Eric D. Butler

Consumer Price Discounts: The Answer to Inflation g:l’::i““m

Inflation in Australia has produced a welter of confused DISCOUNTS:
argument about possible remedies, generally resulting in a
vague suggestion that we must “tighten our belts”; “produce
and export more”’; and accept “heavy financial restrictions”
to solve the problem. The latter generally embraces increased 5

taxation, restrictions on bank lending, higher interest rates and

a multitude of controls. The Superficial philosophy behind these so-called remedies aims
at allowing “supply to catch up with demand”. While academic argument distinguishes

between what is called “cost inflation” and “demand inflation”, when it comes to remedies

the restriction of demand is the only factor taken into account.

Thus we have a paradox, in which the constant policy of tackling inflation by increasing

charges, taxation and costs never varies. All evidence points to consistent failure wherever

such policies have been adopted. Undeterred by the evidence, however, the same policies

are continuously applied. Nemesis now awaits not only the economist, but also

- the man in the street. The effect of this unvarying repetition is to produce economic class

his victim

warfare. The housewife opposes the grocer and the butcher. The worker wages war on

industry. Country resents the city, and everyone bites the hand whch feeds him.
Such a situation is the seed-bed of revolution. - Jeremy Lee
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